
“Progress results only from the fact that there are some men and women who refuse to
believe that what they know to be right cannot be done…”

Russell W. Davenport
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As everyone is aware, the students of RJG are outstanding.  They excel academically;
they are involved in community service, clubs, sports, theatre, and many other activities.
 Not surprisingly, they occasionally also get sick and miss some school.  Predictably,
students are often concerned about the work they are missing and want to stay on top of
their assignments while they are out.  While this is very commendable, it can be
problematic for the teachers.  With teams of nearly 120 students, many of whom are out
each day, gathering assignments on a daily basis for absent students is not practical and is
often impossible.  Accordingly, our policy is to provide class assignments and homework
for students following their third consecutive daily absence.  Students who miss school
are given extra time to make up any missed assignments.

Last Friday evening was our first 8th grade night dance.  Approximately 200 students
attended and it proved to be a calm and enjoyable event for all.  Thanks to chaperones
David Palmer, Jillian Landry, Susan Heartlein, Allen Warner, and Susan Probolus for
their help.  Thank also to parents Jan Couch, Melissa Hatanaka, Karen Herther, and
Betsy Read for their support and assistance.

R.J. Grey’s preparation for the play “Seussical” is underway.  This engaging musical
features the beloved characters of Dr. Seuss story books such as The Cat in the Hat,
Horton the Elephant, the Grinch and the Whos.  The play performances will take place on
March 4, 5, 6, and 11, 12, 13 of 2005.  The casting of 100 stage roles has been completed
and rehearsals have begun.  Many students will serve on the set crew and parent
volunteers will serve on committees to support the production. The production team is
Perry Allison, director; Bob Specian, musical director; Marilyn Abbot and Ginger Lopez,
choreographers; Donna Rizza and Heather Wilson, producers; and Vicki Weeks,
prologue director.  To learn more about “Seussical”, visit the website
http://home.comcast.net/~seussical/ or visit the R.J. Grey homepage
http://ab.mec.edu/rjweb/index/html, select “Students” and click on “Musical”.

As important as Sussical and other after school activities are, students need to remember
that their school work is the top priority.  If there is a schedule conflict between after
school academic support (i.e. makeup test, extra help, etc.) and a play practice or extra-
curricular activity, the student is expected to complete their academic responsibilities
first.  Parental support regarding this issue is greatly appreciated.



Parental cooperation is also needed regarding parking.  The Acton Police have requested
that I remind parents and guardians that “no-parking” zones, such as a fire lane, are no-
parking whether or not school is in session.  Please avoid the inevitable parking ticket and
help keep RJG safe.

The second annual RJ Grey Spelling Bee will be held on Wednesday, January 19, 2005.
This event is open to all RJ Grey students.  In order to participate, students need to
complete a registration form and return it with $1.50 (to cover the cost of the practice
book) to Mr. Specian or Mrs. Higgins  We will have two practice sessions in January to
learn the format of the bee and to gain confidence in performance.  The winner of our bee
will represent our school at the Northern Middlesex Spelling Bee, sponsored by the
Lowell Sun, on Saturday, March 19.  Registration forms are available in the office.
 Please return these as soon as possible


